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INTRODUCTION

This is a book on genealogy. It lays particular stress upon
tribal families which lived at the time of writing the book, and
touches only lightly on those that were non existent -

Tt is written by al - Qalqashandi following the publication
of his earlier work, « Nihayat al - Arab'r in which he does not,
however, set the example of this new form of presentation ,

The book differs from iis predecessor in so far as the
manner of writing is concerned. The earlier book is arranged in
alphabetical order whereas this one is based on. tribal order .

There can be no doubl that this work comprises
considersble amount of information which al — Qalgashandi
managed to amass during the closing years of his life .

Like « Nihayat al -~ Arab », if is oue link in a common
series and the iwo works combine to fulfil the ‘object expressed in
certaio chapters of the third book. « Subh al - A’sha », by
the same author

Those eng>ged in the study of .dialects should, prior to
embarking on this study, endeavour fo secare a clear idea of
genealogy, For this science, which was earlier considered as
something of secondary importance, naw deserves lo by thorou-
ghly grasped at least in the manner in which al - Qalgashandi
tackles it when henot only deals. with tribes and family branches
but also with tribal groups and their mingling one with
another . ' .
This precisely is what andoubtedly preoccupies the thou-
ghts of those interested in Arabie dialects who take the trouble
to trace the dialeclical environmenis and place on record the
forms of speech peculiar to different persons everywhere .

On re - ediling this work and its predecessor, I made it
my prime task to present to dialectologisis something which
I hope may be of use to them .

- Caivo, - Ibrahim Al-Abiari_
November 1962
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